The Choctaw Parks Foundation is a 501c3 that was established to enable the citizens of Choctaw, Oklahoma to promote the acquisition, beautification and improvement of public parks, park ways and roadsides in and around Choctaw, Oklahoma.

For the past 15 years, Jeannie and Herb Abts have dedicated themselves to the beautification of Choctaw through their landscaping efforts. What was once a “brush heap” between the railroad tracks and 23rd Street is now 12 separate garden plots of various seasonal flowers, shrubs, and trees. 

Within each plot is a life-sized replica representing the Land Run of 1889. The first is of a man shooting a gun into the air to start the Run, followed by various riders and wagons making their way, ending up with cowmen herding cows and farmers working in a vegetable garden at the end. 

These gardens have taken countless hours of work to plant and tend, each year adding new flowers as needed. The Abts also have planted and care for the Main Street dividers and around the Gazebo, the Library/Team Tinker Park, shrubs along the back of the shopping center along Harper, and the planted areas at City Hall on Choctaw Road. 

The Abts and a City worker have lain over 150 tons of river rock in the creek that runs behind the Library down to 23rd  Street. It has been landscaped and terraced and will have a pond and waterfall at the south end. When the planned path is finished, Choctaw will have its own “river walk”! At the end of the creek, behind the old Braum’s, is an area known as Barrel Springs, discovered to have sunken oak barrels to collect water for the early settlers. 
Although these gardens are located in Choctaw proper, they add to the beautification of the area for all who pass through town on 23rd Street. The businesses and housing areas in Choctaw all gain by this landscaped environment and community support is vital.

Towards this purpose, the Choctaw Parks Foundation has opened an Endowment Fund with the Oklahoma City Community Foundation entitled Historical Sculpture Gardens' Perpetual Care Fund.  Money put into the Endowment Fund shall remain there forever. Only the interest from the investment of these funds will be used to pay for such items as, the employee’s wages of those who work to maintain the Historical Sculpture Gardens.
To aid the Foundation, we have initiated a Bike Ride as a fundraiser to coincide with the Choctaw Land Run held mid-April. This is our fifth year to hold the event and last year we had nearly 100 riders of all ages. The eastern OK county roads are not only less traveled but provide beautiful scenery along the various routes, ranging from 10 – 50 miles. Much more information can be found at www.choctawfestival.org  for sponsorship and for rider registration.
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